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Where Am I on the Waitlist 
234 -3027  

 

Kearney Police Department  
Emergency 911  

Non -Emergency 237 -2104  
 

Kearney Fire Department  
Emergency 911  

Non -Emergency 233 -3226  
 

Health & Human Services  
865 -5592  

Automated line to check benefits 
1-800-383-4278 

www.accessnebraska.ne.gov 
 

Community Action  
Partnership of Mid -NE 

865 -5680  
 

Salvation Army  
234 -9998  

 

Jubilee Center  
234 -3880  

 

Workforce Development 
Center (Job Service) -GI 

308 -385 -6300  
 

Mental Health Crisis Line  
1-800 -515 -3326  

 

Consumer Credit Counseling 
Services of Nebraska  

308 -381 -4551  

FSS 
Newsletter 

Elaine Wiseman, Executive Director  

Have a Safe 4th of July Holiday!  
Participating in the festivities of July 4th is an 

exciting time for kids. With all the fun of 

fireworks, family BBQs and the noise of the 

day, there are some important things to re-

member in order to prevent injuries and help 

the whole family has a safe and enjoyable 

experience. 

As fun as the light shows are, the fireworks 

are explosives. Home fireworks are extreme 

fire hazards and should be treated with care. 

Kids should never be left unattended with any 

kind of firework, or lighter including spar-

klers. 

For a safe and fun July Fourth 

celebration, make sure to fol-

low these simple safety tips: 

¶ Always read and follow 

package instructions. 

¶ Do not allow small children 

to ignite fireworks or handle 

unlit fireworks. These are 

dangerous materials and not 

intended for children to han-

dle. 

¶ Even sparklers can be dangerous when 

handled unattended. Help kids properly 

use and handle sparklers of all sizes. 

¶ Do not allow children to hover over or 

near by to watch you light the fireworks. 

¶ Always use fireworks outdoors only and 

in a open, clear area. 

¶ Always have water readily available. A 

bucket of water nearby to put out spar-

klers, as well as a hose of some kind are 

both great ways to be prepared in case of 

fire. 

Additionally, itôs important to be aware that 

not all kids, especially young children, under-

stand or enjoy the experiences of July 4th. 

The loud noises, bright unexpected lights and 

the general ñsurpriseò factor of the day can be 

scary and overwhelming. Be prepared for 

these types of reactions. Itôs good to talk to 

your kids a head of time and let them know 

what to expect. Let them know youôre there if 

they need you. Here are some ideas to help in 

case of unhappy firework celebrations: 

¶ If you have never taken your child to see 

a firework show, consider watching from 

a distance the first time. Up close watch-

ing is extremely loud and can be quite 

scary for some kids (and pets). 

If you do insist on watching up 

close, anticipate moving to the 

car and watching from the 

safety of this close noise area. 

¶ When giving young chil-

dren sparklers, demonstrate 

first, donôt simply hand the child 

the sparkler. Make sure to talk 

to them about how to handle it 

safely. 

¶ When shooting off home 

fireworks, make sure to read the 

effects ahead of time and give your kids 

a warning if itôs a noise maker so they 

are prepared. 

July 4th should be a fun and exciting day for 

the whole family. Celebrating our nations 

independence is the cornerstone of our 

American history. Take care to be prepared 

and follow responsible safety guidelines and 

it will surely be a fun time for all! 

Happy 4th of July! 

The Viaero Event Center will host the Cham-

ber of Commerce's annual fireworks display, 

and activities. The activities start at 5 p.m. on 

July 3, with two bands, kids games, food, and 

fireworks!  



HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES  

ñWhen can my child stay home alone?ò  

NOTE from FSS staff: this question was asked by FSS participants twice in the last month.  

Guidelines for Children Staying Home Alone  

Nebraska has no law that states a specific age when children can be left home alone. Each 
situation must be evaluated on a case by case basis considering a number of factors. These 
are the guidelines that Children and Family Services use to help parents decide what is appro-
priate. Preschool age children (age 6 or under) should never be left alone. For older children 
the parent must consider: 

1. The childôs age, cognitive abilities, maturity, and level of re-
sponsibility. 

2. The length of time the child will be alone. 
3. The circumstances under which they will be unsupervised. Is it 

day time or night time, will the child be asleep or awake, is the 
home in a safe neighborhood? 

4. Availability of a responsible adult to assist. Is there a neighbor 
the child can go to, or can the parent come home quickly? 

5. Ability of the child to phone for assistance. Does the child 
know how to reach the parent or a relative who could re-
spond? 

6. Childôs ability to act in an emergency. Does the child know 
how to exit the home in a fire, what to do if a stranger? 

7. Childôs feelings about being alone. Is he/she afraid, or comfortable with the plan? 
8. Childôs ability to care for him/herself while alone. Can he/she fix a meal or snack, en-

tertain themselves without getting into trouble? 
9. Can the child be trusted to follow household rules such as not having other kid in the 

home when parents are gone, not using the stove? 
10. Are dangerous things available to the child? Are the guns locked up, drugs and 

chemicals not accessible? 
11. Is the child expected to supervise younger children? 
The Department generally considers children under the age of 11 to be unable to supervise children 
under the age of 6. If more than one child will be left alone, the interaction of the children must also 
be considered. Will they play well together or will they fight? 
 
If the child is alone and someone calls law enforcement, the responding officer will consider these 
factors to determine if the plan is appropriate. If the officer determines that the child is not able to 
stay alone safely, it is possible the parent will get a ticket for child neglect. 
Web site: http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/Children_Family_Services/HomeAlone.htm 

Summary of Nebraska law about leaving children unattended in a motor vehicle.  

A child under the age of 7 may not be left unattended in a motor vehicle .* *Please note that 
even if a state does not have a specific law prohibiting adults from leaving children unattended, state 
and local prosecutors have the discretion to criminally charge adults under existing child endanger-
ment laws. PenaltyðAll offenses are punishable by a maximum of three months imprisonment or 
$500 or both.   

http://www.safekids.org/in-your-area/safety-laws/nebraska-unattended-children-in-cars-law-73.html 



THE BIG IGLOO 4TH OF JULY FREEDOM FEST  

IS BACK!  

JULY 4TH 4 -8 P.M. FIREWORKS @ 10 P.M.  

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH IS RENEW-

ING ITS COMMITMENT TO KEARNEY AND 

YOU!  

PLAN TO ATTEND AS IT WILL BE FUN FOR 

THE KIDS WITH GAMES, FOOD AND MOST  

IMPORTANTLY TIME WITH YOU!  



ARE YOU INTERESTED IN WORKING IN A HEALTH 

CARE RELATED FIELD?  

CHECK OUT THIS OPPORTUNITY AND GET MOVING 

ON YOUR NEW CAREER!  



REAC INSPECTIONS 
 

Please note that REAC Inspectors from the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) will be coming to Kearney 
Housing Agency in August.  Exact dates will be in next newsletter. 
They will be inspecting units at Kearney Manor, Scattered Sites 

and East View Court.  
If you have work order items (things that are not working or broken in your home), 
please call the office and turn them in right away so we can have things in tip top 

shape before the inspectors get here.   
The inspector is checking to see that the homes are being maintained by KHA but 

please make sure that KHA staff and the inspector are able to walk around easily in 
the house and garage. You do not have to be home during the inspection.  

Staff will enter by the front door and will knock/ring bell before entering. If you have 
a child proof lock please leave it unlocked during the inspection time frame. A hang 
tag will be left to indicate KHA staff were in the unit. They will lock the door when 

leaving the unit.    
Administration staff will report work orders for any observed problems.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 
KHA Administration and Staff  
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Free admission and lots of fun!  

FREE Family Fun Night  every third Thursday of the month  

4:00-8:00pm 

KEARNEY AREA CHILDRENôS MUSEUM | 5827 4th AVE, KEARNEY, NE 68845 


