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Where Am I on the Waitlist 
234 -3027  

 

Kearney Police Department  
Emergency 911  

Non -Emergency 237 -2104  
 

Kearney Fire Department  
Emergency 911  

Non -Emergency 233 -3226  
 

Health & Human Services  
865 -5592  

Automated line to check benefits 
1-800-383-4278 

www.accessnebraska.ne.gov 
 

Community Action  
Partnership of Mid -NE 

865 -5680  
 

Salvation Army  
234 -9998  

 

Jubilee Center  
234 -3880  

 

Workforce Development 
Center (Job Service) -GI 

308 -385 -6300  
 

Mental Health Crisis Line  
1-800 -515 -3326  

 

Consumer Credit Counseling 
Services of Nebraska  

308 -381 -4551  

FSS 
Newsletter 

Elaine Wiseman, Executive Director 

Add more meaning to the season  Does Christmas stress 

you out? Overwhelm you? Cause you to want to run away to a tropical 

island where nobody can find you?  

Keeping Christmas simple is a process of letting go of the commercial 

aspect and the feeling of having to do everything perfectly. Focus on 

traditions, family, friends and less on presents, card lists that top 100 

"close friends" and the perfectly cooked and presented meal. 

Christmas Past  ðA Christmas Story 
Think about Christmas past. Start by thinking about what is truly 
important to you. 
Remembering moments from prior Christmases will help you decide 
what is most important to you. When did you enjoy Christmas most? 
What was it about that Christmas that was so special? 
Once, when I had no money for decorations I borrowed several books 
from the library about Christmas to get a few ideas on homemade 
decorations. I also began to think about the simple things we could do as 
a family to make these days our own. 
Children I realized that my two small children really wouldn't care about 
the things we didn't have, they wouldn't even know what they were 
missing. Both of my daughters lived in the minute and so I began thinking 
of fun activities that would get us in a festive mood. 
I remembered the paper chains that I would make in grade school every 
year. Chains that would be put up around the class in multiple colours. 
I thought about paper snowflakes that we could easily make. 
A trip to the park prompted me to collect acorns to make some acorn 
people to decorate. They ended up becoming a sort of nativity scene.  
Our tree was a tiny one foot sorry looking thing that my daughters now 
put in their room every year. As we accumulated gifts from family and 
friends, I put the tree on the top of the pile and announced "The presents 
are under the tree". I only bought my daughters one present each, but it 
was in a big box, and at that age they thought the box was the present!  
The whole Christmas period was more enjoyable and festive than 
usual because of the thought that went into it, and the family activities 
that we did together.  (excerpted from FAMILYFUN.COM) 
 

How to keep Christmas simple  

http://www.squidoo.com/Simple-Christmas


NE W YEARñNEW OPPORTUNTIES 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR NEW EMPLOYMENT OR CAREER OPPORTUNITIES?  
Check out the following resources for education or employment information. Please clal 
Laurie or Misty for assiatnce with your plans! 
Nebraska Dept of Labor Job services ñhttp://www.dol.nebraska.gov/ 
Lists of jobs based on desired location or skill, check on ñhotò jobs or jobs with best growth 
potential, post resume.  
ESSENTIAL PERSONNEL-3423 2ND AVENUE, SUITE #2 KEARNEY, NE  
Placement agency for local employers. You must contact them in person. Temporary 
jobs can lead to permanent positions.  

ADVANCED SERVICES INC 3615 2ND AVENUE  SUITE A KEARNEY  
Placement agency for local employers. You must contact them in person. Temporary 
jobs can lead to permanent positions 

ASSOCIATED STAFFING INC 412 EAST 25TH ST. KEARNEY NE. 68847 
Placement agency for local employers. You must contact them in person. Temporary 
jobs can lead to permanent positions 

MANPOWER 2524 1ST AVENUE SUITE 5  KEARNEY  
Placement agency for local employers. You must contact them in person. Temporary 
jobs can lead to permanent positions 

 

PROGRAM COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETING  

PCC  

FSS PARTICIPANTS NEEDED! 
ON DEC. 21 AT NOON THE FSS PROGRAM WILL BE HOLDING OUR 

LAST PCC MEETING FOR 2011. 
OUR FOCUS IS ON EMPLOYMENT OPPORUNTITIES AND  

BARRIERS. WE HAVE INVITED LOCAL PLACEMENT AGENCIES, 
COLLEGE EMPLOYMENT REPS AND LOCAL COMMUNITY AGEN-

CIES TO PROVIDE THEIR INSIGHT FOR THE MEETING. 
WE NEED A PUBLIC HOUSING AND AN HCV PARTICIPANT TO  

ATTEND.  
LUNCH IS PROVIDED.  

 
THANK YOU! 

LAURIE AND MISTY  



VOLUNTEER  
OPPORTUNITIES  

 

With the holidays season approaching 
donõt forget to volunteer to help others 
in community. Some ideas or sites are:  

 

 

Salvation Army ñ234 -9998, bell ringers, assist with holiday baskets  
 

Local Churches ñoften have programs to help people in commu-

nity.  Call and ask ñwhat can I do to help?  
 

Long term care facilities -call a facility and ask. What can I do as 

a volunteer?  
 

Christmas trees in Wal -mart and other sites ñpick an 

òornamentó off a tree and you can provide a gift to a local child, senior, 
or domestic violence survivor.  

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERISITY CLASS 
ñFPUò  

STOP WORRYING ABOUT MONEY! 
OVER A MILLION FAMILES HAVE ATTENDED DAVE RAM-
SEYôS FPU CLASSES AND DEVLEOPED A PLAN TO DEAL 

WITH THEIR DEBT AND PLAN FOR THEIR FUTURE.  
Your opportunity for financial freedom:   

KEARNEY E-FREE CHURCHðSTARTS JAN 8TH @ 
10:45 A.M.  

4010 SEVENTH AVENUE  (308) 237-5968 
 



The staff at KHA wish you and your family a 

wonderful holiday season. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  

 

Jessie, Carrie, Misty,  Jodi, Paul,  Jodi, 

Laurie,  Linda, Courtney, Stephanie,  

Al, Carl, Josh, Rich, Derek 

Deb, Richard 

Elaine Wiseman, E.D.  

 

 





About ACCESSNebraska 
ACCESSNebraska is the quick, easy way to find, apply and update Nebraska public assistance benefits. 
Now there is no need to come to the local office or wait in line. You can log on for many Nebraska public assistance 
benefit programs. Use any computer with Internet accessðat home, at the library, at many community agencies such as 
senior centers, community action agencies, and at many Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) offices. 
What are the advantages to applying online? 
Am I Eligible? A self-screening tool to determine the programs for which you may want to apply. 
Apply For Benefits. Select programs for which you want to apply, or complete a review/recertification and submit the 
application online with an electronic signature. 
Report Changes. If you are currently receiving benefits, use this tool to report 
changes in your household. 
Benefits Inquiry. Check status of application and benefits. 

ACCESSNebraska Computer Tips for Customers 
Use the correct website ï www.ACCESSNebraska.ne.gov ð If you use a website ending in ò.comò or anything 
else, you will be connected to a website which is not owned by the State of Nebraska and is not our application. 
Technical assistance: 
¶ Complete the screening tool to help you decide for which programs you want to apply. 
¶ Click the Help button at any time you donôt know how to answer a specific question. The Help button also gives you some tips 

on how to move from screen-to-screen. 
¶ Establish a User ID and Password. This will save the information that you entered. You can return to the application within 30 

days to finish it. 
¶ If you are unable to see the Continue button at the bottom of the screen, you may need to change the resolution on your 

computer.       go to http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/accessnebraska/docs/troubleshooting.pdf 

Double check your application: 
¶ There are no Back buttons on the application screen. 
¶ Make sure you have selected ALL the benefit programs for which you want to apply. 
¶ When you enter your date of birth, double check to be sure that you entered your birth year and not the current year. 
¶ At the end of each set of questions, there is a summary page with Change buttons that allow you to make corrections. 
¶ Before you submit the application, you can review your answers by clicking on the Start button in the upper left hand corner of 

the screen. 
Electronic Signature: Remember to click on the Electronic Signature button and then click Submit. These buttons must be clicked 
to submit your application to the Department of Health and Human Services. A  confirmation number will be provided to indicate that 
it has been received. Write down this confirmation number. If you include your e-mail address on the signature page, you will receive 
an electronic confirmation. 

To check on the status of your benefits, call the Voice Response Unit at 1-800-383-4278. 
The changes in the State Health and Human Services Program are continuing. These changes mean that in the 
next year you will not have ñyour caseworkerò but will be helped at a call center by whomever answers the 
phone. You wonôt call your caseworker in an emergency (utility shut offs, evictions, loss of job) and get 
immediate help as the call center personnel will direct you to the ACCESSNEBRASKA web site to apply for 
assistance. If you do not have a computer you can use one at the following locations:  

¶ KHA HAS COMPUTERS AVAILABLE ON WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY (FOR 
CURRENT HOUSING RESIDENTS ONLY).     

¶ The Kearney Public Library has a computer lab for library patrons. You must have library card. 
¶ The Health & Human Services office in the Courthouse also has a computer in their lobby to apply for 

services.   
¶ If you need emergency rental or utility help contact these resources in Kearney. Assistance varies based on 

funding and program guidelines: 
Community Action Partnership: 865-5680 leave a message with phone numberðshe will call back 

The Jubilee Center: 234-3880 (open @ 8 a.m. closed 12-1, closes at 4 p.m.) 

Salvation Army: 234-9998 (closed  12-1 p.m. and Fridays) 



Avoid Tax Refund Anticipation Loans  Instant Tax Refunds 

Are  Costly  
By Jeremy Vohwinkle , About.com Guide  

Your tax return is a way to pay off debt, set up your emergency savings, plan for 

your needs for 2012. Donôt ñburnò up any of that return on the Rapid Refunds. 

That extra $200-$300 ñfeeò for the rapid return could be used for something im-

portant for your family.  

Have you filed your taxes and discovered that you will be receiving a re-
fund? If youôre like most people, you probably want to get your hands on 

that money as soon as possible, but this could be costly. Many tax prepar-
ers offer ñinstantò tax refunds, otherwise known as a tax refund anticipation 

loan that can give you cash on the spot or within a day or two. 
How Refund Anticipation Loans Work 

When you file your taxes, it can take a few weeks for the IRS to issue a 
check or send your direct deposit, so a tax refund anticipation loan is a 

way to get your refund without waiting. These are short-term loans that are 
issued by a bank and are secured by your expected refund. 

Since these are loans, interest and fees do apply. The problem is that the 
fees are generally not clear as they are automatically deducted from the 
loan amount and not presented in terms consumers are familiar with. In 

some cases, if you calculate the fees on an anticipation loan, it may be the 
equivalent of over 200% APR. 

It Pays to Wait 
While it would be nice to get your hard-earned money back in your pocket 
as quickly as possible, it is to your advantage if you can wait for your re-

fund. If you file electronically and request direct deposit, you should expect 
your refund in as little as two weeks. Those few weeks could save you a 
few hundred dollars in fees that you would have otherwise spent on a re-

fund anticipation loan. 
Alternatives to Consider 

While credit cards shouldnôt be a short-term financial fix, it is important to 
note that even the worst credit card is going to charge you less in interest 
than the best refund anticipation loan. Ideally, you donôt want to use credit 

cards for this purpose, but it could be an acceptable option. 
If you rely on the extra money provided by your tax refund, you may want 
to consider adjusting your withholding on your W-4. With the right exemp-
tions, you can put more money in your pocket every paycheck so that you 

donôt have a big refund just once a year. 
 
 

 

http://financialplan.about.com/bio/Jeremy-Vohwinkle-28007.htm


C.A.R.E.  Community Action Partnership  
 
Cooperative Parenting and Divorce Classes 
First Thursday of every month from 6-9 p.m. at the Administration building. Cost is $35 per 
person. 
 

 Jessica Osterbuhr,  C.A.R.E. Coordinator, at  308-865-1354 ext. 123  

Kearney Housing Agency 

2715 Avenue I   

P.O. Box 1236 

Kearney, NE  68848-1236 

Telephone: (308) 234-3000 V/TDD Fax: (308) 237-3113 

Web Site: www.khaweb.com E-mail: director@khaweb.com 

 

Public Housing Residents   
 ñGIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITYò 

 

Section 12(c) of the United States Housing Act enacted on October 12, 1998, as section 512 of the Qual-

ity Housing and Work Responsibility Act of 1998, contains a community service and self-sufficiency 

requirement that every adult resident (18 YEARS AND OLDER) of public housing contribute eight 

hours of community service each month, or participate in an economic self-sufficiency program for eight 

hours each month (or a combination of volunteer and self-sufficiency activities). This requirement is 

known as the Community Service and Self-Sufficiency Requirement OR CSSR.  

Status that will not require residents to complete additional volunteer or self-sufficiency activities: 
 

You are a Public Housing resident--62 years of age or older 

You are a Public Housing resident who is blind or disabled (as defined under section 216[i][l] or 1614 of the Social 

Security Act), and have not been gainfully employed in the last 12 months, and certify you are unable to com-

plete volunteer activities. 

 You are a primary caretaker of an individual who is disabled or is blind/visually impaired (not a fulltime student). 

 You are actively participating in an Economic Self-Sufficiency Program --8 hours per month. 

(job training, employment counseling, work placement, basic skills training, education, English proficiency, 

workfare, financial or household management, apprenticeships (formal or informal), or any other program neces-

sary to ready a participant to work (such as substance abuse or mental health treatment)   

You are engaged in work activities.  This means you are meeting one of the following work activities-- 

Working--Minimum hours--30 hours per week  

Single parent working household with child(ren) under 6 years--20 hours per week  

Self employed residents-gross annual income divided by 52 weeks per year divided by the current federal or 

state minimum wage. 

Exempted from work activity under the state program funded welfare to work program. 

A family member of a family receiving assistance under a state welfare program of Nebraska, and is in com-

pliance with such program.  

Work Activities include:  
Unsubsidized employment 

Subsidized private sector employment  

Subsidized public sector employment  

Work experience 

On the job training. 

Job search and job readiness assistance. 

Vocational educational training (12 months)  

Job skills training directly related to employment 

Education---that will result in high school diploma or a certificate of high school equivalency (GED) 

Satisfactory attendance at secondary school or in a course of study leading to a GED 

Satisfactory attendance in post secondary educational program, and has not previously completed a post sec-

ondary educational program.  (fulltime status 12 credit hours) 

It is the responsibility of the Public Housing resident to notify Kearney Housing Agency immediately if there is a 

change in their status. Failure to do so can result in non-compliance with the Community Service policy and can 

result in loss of your housing assistance. 
 

The services of a Spanish speaking interpreter are provided to all applicants and residents, at  no cost to the applicant or resident. 
 

_________ Equal Housing Opportunity ___________________ 

KHA does not discriminate on the basis of handicap, race, color, religion, sex, familial status or national origin in the admission 

or access to, or treatment or employment in itôs federally assisted programs and activities.                           

http://www.khaweb.com


Kearney Housing Agency 

2715 Avenue I   

P.O. Box 1236 

Kearney, NE  68848-1236 

Telephone: (308) 234-3000 V/TDD Fax: (308) 237-3113 

Web Site: www.khaweb.com E-mail: director@khaweb.com 

       Residentes de Viviendas Públicas   
òDANDO DE NUEVO A LA COMUNIDADó 

La sección 12 (c) del Acto de Viviendas de Estados Unidos ha promulgado el 12 de octubre de 1998, como sección 512 del Acto de la 
Calidad de Viviendas y Responsabilidad de Trabajar de 1998, contiene un requisito del servicio de comunidad y de la autosuficiencia,  
requisito que cada residente adulto de la vivienda pública y debe contribuir ocho horas de servicio de comunidad cada mes, o participar en 
un programa económico de la autosuficiencia por ocho horas cada mes (o una combinación del voluntario y de las actividades de la auto-
suficiencia). Este requisito se conoce como el requisito de la autosuficiencia y el servicio de la comunidad O CSSR. 

Estado que no requerirá a residentes terminar actividades adicionales del voluntario o de la autosuficiencia: 

Usted es un residente de la Vivienda Pública--62 años de la edad o más viejo 

Usted es un residente de la Vivienda Pública que esta ciego o minusválido (según lo definido bajo sección 216 [i] [l] o 1614 

del Acto de la Seguridad Social), y no ha conseguido empleo en los 12 meses pasados, y le certifica que no 

puede terminar las actividades voluntarias. 

Usted es vigilante primario de un individuo minusválido o ciego /deteriorado visualmente (no un estudiante a tiempo comple-

to). 

Usted está participando activamente en un Programa Económico de la Autosuficiencia --8 horas por mes. (entrenamiento del 

trabajo, asesoramiento del empleo, colocación del trabajo, habilidades básicas que entrenan, educación, habilidad inglesa, 

Trabajo de obra, financiera o administración de casa de familia, aprendizajes (formales o informales), o cualquier otro 

programa necesario para alistar a un participante para trabajar (por ejemplo tratamiento abuso de la sustancia o el trata-

miento mental de la salud) 

Usted esta contratado en actividades del trabajo Esto significa que usted esta cumpliendo con una de las activida-

des.ð 
Trabajando --Horas mínimas--30 horas por semana 

Casa de trabajo del solo padre con el niño (s) bajo 6 años--20 horas por semana 

Residentes empleos por su propio, gruesa ingreso anual es dividió por 52 semanas por el año, y dividido por el salario 

mínimo federal o del estado actual. 

Eximido de actividad del trabajo bajo programa del estado financió bienestar al programa de trabajo. 

Un miembro de la familia de una familia que recibe ayuda bajo programa del bienestar del estado de Nebraska, y está de acuerdo 

con tal programa. 

Actividades de Trabajo incluye: 
Empleo Sin Subvencion 

Empleo subvencionado del sector privado 

Empleo subvencionado del sector público 

Experiencia de Trabajo  

En el entrenamiento del trabajo. 

Búsqueda del trabajo y ayuda de la preparación del trabajo. 

Entrenamiento educativo vocacional,(12 mes) 

Entrenamiento de habilidades de trabajo relacionado directamente con el empleo 

Educación---eso dará lugar a diploma de la High School secundaria o a un certificado de la equivalencia de la High Scho-

ol secundaria (GED) 

Atención satisfactoria en la escuela secundaria o en un curso del estudio que conduce a un GED 

La atención satisfactoria en programa educativo secundario del poste, y no ha terminado previamente un programa edu-

cativo secundario del poste.  (estado a tiempo completo 12 horas del crédito) 

Es la responsabilidad del residente de la Vivienda Pública notificar la Agencia de Viviendas  de Kearney inmediatamente si 

hay un cambio en su estado. La falta de hacer  puede dar lugar a incumplimiento con la política del servicio de comunidad y 

puede dar lugar a pérdida de su ayuda de su casa. 

Los servicios de un intérprete de habla hispana se proporcionan a todos los aspirantes y residentes, en ningún coste al aspirante o al residen-
te. 

_________ Equal Housing Opportunity ___________________ 

KHA no discrimina en base de desventaja, de la raza, del color, de la religión, del sexo, del estado familial o del origen nacional en la admi-

sión o del acceso a, o el tratamiento o el empleo en él es programas y actividades federal asistidos. 

http://www.khaweb.com


 

PET/SERVICE ANIMAL NOTES! 
Scattered Sites/Plaza Blvd Residentsñif you have a pet or companion/service 
animal and are away from your home, please put him/her in a kennel if staff 
need to enter your apartment for a work order, pest con-
trol, or an inspection.  Thank you for your cooperation in 
this matter.  

 

YMCA HOLIDAY CAMP  
Spend a day or more at the YMCA during Christmas/New 

Yearôs Break. 

Activities included in the fun are crafts, swimming, cooking, 

guests, Character  

Development, games, gym time, Fun Center time and a lot 

of smiles. Breakfast, lunch and snacks are provided. Bring 

your smiles, swim suit, towel and gym shoes.  

Ages Kindergarten -5th Grade  

Times 6:30am -6:00pm (scheduled activities from 9:00am -

4:00pm)  
Fee $23/Day Members $33/Day Non-members 

Dates Dec 27, 28, 29, 30  

Registration Until December 17th 

FOOD FOR THOUGHTé 

Sometimes in the bustle and hurry of life we forget to practice two simple ideas-- courtesy and 
kindness. Life is hard and scary sometimes, but at ALL KHA complexes and facilities people 

should be free of the fear of discrimination, harassment and abuse.     
All staff, residents and guests should be secure in the knowledge that at any event or activity 

(including meals, cards, games and tenant events), they will be treated kindly and with respect.   
Please practice that old ñruleò our church or parents taught us about kindness to others, as I 

know we all want people to be kind to us. 



Family Self-Sufficiency Program 
Kearney Housing Agency 

P.O. Box 1236 
2715 Avenue I OFC 

Kearney, NE  68848-1236 

COMMUNITY EVENTS  
 
 

Press On Community Youth Center:  Provides  tutoring and fellowship with youths eight to 19 
years old. Call Jim Wilson at 234-8167.  604 EAST 13TH ST.  
 
 

 

Donõt forget the Family Fun Night at the KidZone!   Free admission and lots of fun!  Third 
Thursday of the month, 4:00-8:00pm, KEARNEY AREA CHILDRENõS MUSEUM, 5827 4th AVE, 
KEARNEY, NE 68845. 
 

YMCAð The Winter catalog is out! Check out their web site for details on their new 
and current programs for youth and adults.  http://kearneyymca.org 

CALL 237-9622 
 

 

Check KPS Community Events web site for more Community activities.  

HTTP://KEARNEYPUBLICSCHOOLS.ORG 


